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Farewell Queen Elizabeth II     1926-2022 
 
It doesn’t really matter if you are a Monarchist or a Republican, you have to respect a lady that devoted her 
life to public service and carried out her duties with such diligence, dignity and not a little humour.  She will 
be missed. 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the 100th edition of our newsletter. A lot of water has gone under the bridge since the first 
edition.  I wish to convey my thanks to the small number of editors that have put together the newsletters 
over the past 99 editions. I would also like to make mention of the many contributors of the articles; 
especially those from our travelling members telling of interesting places they have been and people they 
have met along the way. I always look forward to reading them and find the stories interesting.  
 
Your club has been extremely busy the past few months, with many locals taking advantage of our wonderful 
facilities to conduct conferences, recitals and parties as well as our usual activities such as bowls, bistros and 
quiz nights. 
 
I was fortunate enough to be rostered on bar duties (soft drinks and chips only) for the recent Denmark 
Senior High School recitals over three consecutive evenings.  What an array of talent we have under our 
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noses.  Many of the students could play guitar (more than one kind), piano, drums and sing too: remarkable 
talents.  More importantly they, their parents and teachers were amazed at what your club could provide 
for them. I feel confident they will be back next year 
. 
The Wilson Inlet Catchment Committee has held a couple of conferences and information days at the club 
in recent months. This group attracts visitors from the wider Lower Great Southern area that may not 
normally come to Denmark too often. They have two more functions planned between now and Christmas. 
 
The local Historical Society had just finished a state-wide conference prior to the recitals, with people from 
all over the state, and some from interstate attending. They too were impressed by your club and what 
Denmark has to offer visitors. 
  
We have also hosted a couple of birthday parties, with a couple more to come.  Some enjoyed a game of 
bowls whilst tasting our locally produced beers and food.  These types of days/evenings are ever popular 
and more and more will be happening as businesses look to celebrate their year and thank their staff in the 
lead up to Christmas. 
 
And, as always, our Friday night bistro meals continue to be well patronised week in, week out.  To date we 
have only cancelled one night this year, with quite a few nights fully booked.  Still the most popular meal is 
JK’s fish and chips.  This night is always a sell out and some are left disappointed when they try to get their 
names in too late. 
  
We have conducted five quiz nights again this year, with two music and three general knowledge quizzes. 
These nights are always lot of fun with a friendly rivalry between tables.  One particular group of friends 
have gone home disappointed because they came second last twice; they wanted the booby prize but 
weren’t bad enough to earn it. 
 
What’s coming up?  Well, firstly, you can come down to the club next Saturday and watch the AFL Grand 
Final on the BIG screen. Food will be available at minimal cost along with those famous locally brewed beers 
and wines. 
 
Pennant bowls season is just around the corner with the ladies starting on the 9th of October and the men 
two weeks later. The bowlers enjoyed frivolity and camaraderie at their opening day, which was held last 
Sunday, followed by a meal and presentation of the life membership badges to those who could not attend 
the AGM in August. 
 
The High School is back again in October celebrating the year 12 graduation with a sit-down meal prepared 
by your own members catering team. 
 
And… the first Tuesday in November is not far away. As always, a fun day is planned.  So don’t forget to keep 
an eye on your emails to get your name down for the Melbourne Cup function. 
 
Most importantly, the Denmark Community Rowing Association has made overtures to join our club. After 
a few meetings between committees, we have decided we could all be a good fit.  And to this end, a Special 
General Meeting has been called to vote upon the motion put forward.  Keep the date clear in your diary to 
attend the club on the 19th  of October at 5.30pm to hear their presentation on the exciting new sport to 
Denmark, express your opinions and vote. 
 
As you can see your club is much more than a bowls club. Your club is used for many varied events, with 
many organisations and businesses coming back again and again to avail themselves of our facilities which 
are a huge benefit to members and Denmark  in general. 
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Here is a reminder of the links for those of you wanting to do any of the courses that require certificates.  If 
you need help with accessing any of the courses, please let us know.  We’ll continue to include the Covid 
Hygiene course for now as even in the post Covid world, the advice it gives could be useful in helping to 
avoid future variants of Covid or other viruses. 
 
COVID-19 hygiene (two level options):   Covid 19 Hygiene Course         
RSA (several providers do this)  Responsible Service of Alcohol 
I’m Alert food handling course  I'm Alert 
 
For volunteers on the bar, the RSA course is mandatory.  For volunteers in the kitchen, the I’m Alert course 
is not essential but we strongly recommend it, especially for anyone who may organise meals or supervise 
kitchen helpers. 
 
 
 
Now that the new Committee has its feet under the table, we can thank Bert Linden for stepping up into the 
Treasurer’s position.  This important job is supported by a team who help with cash handling, banking and 
bookkeeping.  Bert’s experience at other clubs will be a great asset in the important task of managing our 
finances and planning for the future.  Our thanks go to Nick Whishaw, our retiring Treasurer. 
 
During his term, Nick also managed our membership secretary functions and Bert will be continuing this 
tradition.  We continue to process member renewals and have welcomed several new members this month.  
Unless you have renewed, your 2021/22 membership has now lapsed.  We’ll be happy to reinstate you 
without unnecessary form-filling so please get in touch so that we can restore your membership – including 
reactivating your member benefits card. 
 
 
 
 
 
From Lind 

 
During the winter months, a lot of ‘behind the scenes’ work has been going on - sponsorship being finalised, 
fixture book being compiled, and a lot of planning for the coming season’s events.  Several of our lady 
members have been out of action - Glenda Waters, Rae Treasure, Ethel Hart and Lorraine Cotton have all 
had some health issues, but I hope they are all on the way to full recovery and back to attending club events 
soon. 
 
In the club house, there have been several alterations to the notice boards. All sporting information is now 
in the smaller room, with the doors being kept open more often. Notices for events at other clubs are in 
folders on a table near the Honour Boards - marked Ladies, Men and Open Gender.  All Riverside and kitchen 
notices are on the boards near the kitchen door. 
 
On Wednesday 12th October, we will be hosting the annual Denmark/Walpole day, sponsored by Albany 
World of Cars.  Please take the time to check out the vehicles that will be displayed on the lawn area near 
the boat sheds.  A list is on the board for names to take part in the mixed, drawn triples, with players from 
both clubs being in each team. 
 

Certificates 

On the Greens       Richard Hynes and Lind Paull  

Treasury and Membership  

https://www.hospitalityalliancetraining.edu.au/courses/clubs-wa-covid-19-hygiene-training/
https://www.ahawa.asn.au/training/overview.phtml
https://www.imalert.com.au/v6/?sub=denmark
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The Riverside Club has been hired for several events in the coming months, which is great for the financial 
return, although it may cause some restricted access to the club for those dates.  Notice will be given to all 
members via notices on the boards and by email.  On Saturday 15th October, Denmark Walpole Football Club 
will be having their Presentation Evening at our club and will be setting up for that during the afternoon. 
This is also the date for the first Ladies Pennants matches, so an alternative time is being proposed for the 
games, so that the venue is available for all users. 
 
As always, I will be asking for help with catering for the bowling events that take place during the season. If 
every member helps at least once, the effort will be shared out across a greater number, and partners of 
bowlers are also encouraged to contribute.  
 
Following a suggestion from Lyn Howard, we have had some Denmark Riverside Bowling Club badges 
produced, and they are available for purchase at $10 each.  
 

Our Opening Day was well attended, with 
40 bowlers taking to the greens, with Jean 
Laing and Neville Plowman, our most 
senior bowlers putting down the first bowl 
for the new season.  Some light showers 
didn’t stop play, with rotating skippers 
meaning everyone in the team played in 
every position.  The winning team was 
Peter Paull, Julie Nayda, Dennis Marshall 
and Anne de Jager.  The ‘touchers on the 
bell’ were Martin Holland and Julie Nayda 
- a good day Julie!! 
 

Life Membership badges were presented to Lyn Howard, Alan Davis, Jean Laing and Merle Morey, who had 
been unable to attend the Riverside AGM.  
 
A light meal of tasty soups with bread, followed by fruit sponge with custard and ice-cream was enjoyed by 
all.  Sincere thanks to all who helped with donating the food and clearing away afterwards. 
 
We  look forward to a successful bowling season, as well as good fellowship! 
 
From Richard 
 
What a terrific turnout for our opening day. As reported by Lind, 40 dedicated bowlers graced the green with 
a dazzling display in club uniform.   
 
The bump board continues to be the main competition focus with names going up and down like a yo-yo.  
As at the opening day, the order of contenders was Richard Hynes, Ash Cooper, Graeme Bain, Sean Brown 
and the ever reliable (if not always punctual) Neville Plowman.  The challenges will continue up to 22nd 
October.  Pennants will be starting soon and competition for places will be fierce. 
 
Our greenkeeping crew has done a top job over the winter keeping the greens clean and in good condition 
ready for opening day.  Our thanks go to everyone involved.  I look forward to seeing everyone on the greens 
and in particular welcome our existing and new life members. 
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We continue to enjoy some great mornings on 
the water, with sessions often followed by a 
cuppa (or brunch for some). 
 
More paddlers are required for this fun and 
fitness social session. No experience needed 
and its free to try for a few sessions before 
joining up. Please contact coach on 0409 411 
066 if you would like details of upcoming 
paddles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s not often that rolling a boat over is a cause for celebration.  However, as Club member Dave explains: 
 
Denmark Rowers are making good progress with building their St Ayles Skiffs and recently passed another 
milestone with the turning over of the second St Ayles Skiff.  The boatbuilders, their partners and friends 
turned up to help lift the shining new hull off the building frame.  The hull was well and truly joined to the 
moulds despite our attempts to prevent epoxy glue bonding the two.  Strong backs were required to lift the 
boat and its moulds out into the sunshine where we rolled it over on the grass. We then persuaded each 
mould to let go of the boat with a wiggle and a judicious tap.  Cracking sounds emanated at each thump but 
this proved to be just the packing tape, which was protecting 
the plywood hull, coming away.  No damage was done and the 
proud community of amateur boatbuilders gathered around 
the skiff to admire their handiwork and pose for a photo.  

 
Our first boat is nearing completion of the inside woodwork and is being waterproofed with three coats of 
epoxy resin.  We will display it at the Supa IGA for our sausage sizzle on Saturday 17th September before it 
goes back into the shed to be painted and finished off. 
 

Dragon Boating       Mo Cowdell 

Denmark Community Rowing Association   Dave Cliff        
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We now have under two months to complete the boats in time for the launch day on Saturday 5th November. 
Then we’ll be rowing hopefully from the Riverside Club.  If you are interested in helping finish the boats or 
in rowing, get in contact with me (Dave Cliff denmarkrowers@iinet.net.au) or if you just want to follow the 
progress have a look at our daily build blog on the website www.denmarkrowers.org.au/blog/ . 
 
 
 
 
Several of our Club members belong to the Black 
Dog Ride charity which raises awareness of and 
offers support to people suffering from mental 
health issues.  Black Dog Ride regularly organises 
motorbike rides to promote its objectives and 
provide a means of bringing its members together 
in enjoying cruising the countryside on their bikes.  
Ros reports on her latest adventure into the centre 
of Australia. 

 
I can report on this now that we are home again 
and all has gone well! 
 
About forty bikes left Toodyay on August 5th to 
ride across the Nullarbor to Alice Springs, arriving 
there on August 12th.  Denmark was represented 
by Bev and Roger Seeney, Rob Woods and Warrick 
and Ros Gates. 

 
 

Bikes from every state and territory, more than 
400 of them, celebrated the event with a ride 
through some of Alice Springs on Saturday 
morning and a gala dinner at the Hilton Hotel that 
night.  Then we were on our own, to get home 
whichever way suited us best! 

 
Bev flew to Perth, Roger and Rob rode north to 
Darwin and then down the WA coast.  Warrick and 
Ros rode to Kings Canyon for a couple of days 
before heading back across the Nullarbor to 
Esperance and then home. 
 
An unforgettable experience, seeing more of our 
‘wide, brown land’ and sharing the cause we 
support with so many generous people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Travellers’ Tales        Ros Gates  

mailto:denmarkrowers@iinet.net.au
http://www.denmarkrowers.org.au/blog/
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Dennis has discovered that all he has to do to get a free advert for Marshall Appliance Service in the 
Newsletter is to write a poem!  If only a few others were as cunning.  As always, we are delighted to receive 
and pass on Dennis’s latest piece. 

 
 
Untitled 
 

The bull was big and nasty, he roamed the ranges wide 
The cowboy from Balmain said, there’s one I’d like to ride 
The old man shook his head, mate he’s got a greasy hide 
There’s none that’s ever ridden him though many men have tried.  
 
 
The cowboy scoffed, I’ve been around, I’ve had a ride or two 
When I tame the mangy beast you can feed him to the zoo 
His Sheila screamed, Con come back, don’t be a silly coot 
But he tightened up his spurs and climbed upon the chute. 
 
The bull was breathing fire, he’d had enough of man-made games 
Of bragging city cowboys and their screaming dames 
He charged into the ring and sent the cowboy flying 
And trampled on two painted clowns who reckoned they were dying. 
 
The Balmain cowboy flew so high he cut a cloud in two 
And St Peter at the pearly gates said I’ve got no room for you 
So down he came into the creek, he was lucky there’d been rain 
They dragged him out and wiped him down then asked about the pain. 
 
He opened up two bleary eyes and coughed up fish and frogs 
I’ve seen the pearly gates he croaked , I’m smarter than you wogs 
They carried him to a station and put him on a train 
And brought a one-way ticket to take him back to Balmain. 
 
And there he sits all day and dreams and the tale he relates 
Is how he once rode a wild scrub bull and saw the pearly gates. 

 

 
 

Poem of the Month     Dennis Marshall 
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Rae’s Treasure of the month 
 
A duck walks into a pub and asks: “Got any bread?”  “Sorry mate,” says the barman, “we’re a pub.  We 
serve drinks.  We don’t serve bread.” 
 
The duck repeats: “Got any bread?”  “No mate, weren’t you listening?  We’re a pub.” 
 
Undeterred, the duck asks: “Got any bread?”  The barman, agitated, says: “Look, we don’t serve bread, and 
if you ask again, I’ll nail your bill to the bar.” 
 
The duck asks: “Got any nails?”  “NO! yelled the barman. 
 
Duck: “Got any bread?” 
 
 

From Anne de Jager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Men – is this working for you? 
 
This is an actual extract from a sex education school textbook for girls, printed in the early 60's in the UK.  So 
goodnight and don't have nightmares 😂 
 
When retiring to the bedroom, prepare yourself for bed as promptly as possible. Whilst feminine hygiene is 
of the utmost importance, your tired husband does not want to queue for the bathroom, as he would have 
to do for his train.  But remember to look your best when going to bed. Try to achieve a look that is welcoming 
without being obvious. If you need to apply face-cream or hair-rollers wait until he is asleep as this can be 
shocking to a man last thing at night. 
 
When it comes to the possibility of intimate relations with your husband it is important to remember your 
marriage vows and in particular your commitment to obey him.  If he feels that he needs to sleep 
immediately then so be it.  In all things be led by your husband's wishes; do not pressure him in any way to 

Odds and Ends 
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stimulate intimacy.  Should your husband suggest congress then agree humbly all the while being mindful 
that a man's satisfaction is more important than a woman's.  When he reaches his moment of fulfilment a 
small moan from yourself is encouraging to him and quite sufficient to indicate any enjoyment that you may 
have had. 
 
Should your husband suggest any of the more unusual practices be obedient and uncomplaining but register 
any reluctance by remaining silent.  It is likely that your husband will then fall promptly asleep so adjust your 
clothing, freshen up and apply your night-time face and hair care products.  You may then set the alarm so 
that you can arise shortly before him in the morning.  This will enable you to have his morning cup of tea 
ready when he awakes. 
 
 

 

 
Bingo 
 
Come along and join the fun every Monday.  Eyes down 12.30pm.   
 
Riverside Winter Quiz Nights  
 
Our series of winter quiz nights concludes on Friday 30th September, when John Kenyon will be both 
quizmaster and chef!   

 
 
 
 
 
Functions at the Club 

 
A reminder that members get ‘special deals’ when 
they hire all or part of the Club for a function.  We 
have the capacity and experience to host virtually 
any function be it a party, anniversary or wake.  if 
you would like to reserve a date for a personal or 
business event, get in touch with Graeme Bain 
(0417 940618) or Jane Holland (0480 167338) or 
email us at events.riversideclub@gmail.com.   
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Around the Club        

Gather a table of 6 for our fun, winter quiz nights! 

Fun & Prizes! 

(We can help you make up a team if requested) 

 
Dates:  Friday 27th May 

              Friday 24th June 

             Friday 29th July 

                  Friday 26th August 

  Friday 30th September 

Bar opens at 5.30pm 

Bring along your own nibbles/supper to share on 

your table 

$10.00 pp. 

To book, E-mail 1Riverside16@gmail.com  or put 

your name on the list at the club as usual. 

 

mailto:events.riversideclub@gmail.com
mailto:1Riverside16@gmail.com
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Chief Executive (or alternative job title of choice)  – Down by the Riverside 
 

 
 
 
 
As most of you will know, Lorraine has been in hospital for the last six weeks after a nasty fall.  Despite this, 
she has continued to help out with organising our Friday meals. Above all, she has remained, as always, 
positive and cheerful despite her predicament.  She is now at home again in Denmark and we look forward 
to seeing her, and her stick, back at the Club. 
 
Now back to business.   NO  MEAL  THIS  FRIDAY, as we have another QUIZ NIGHT, however, there will be 
fish bites and chips available to be purchased earlier in the evening,  otherwise, bring you own  nibblies to 
share with those at your table. 
 
Bar opens 5.30pm.   Tables of 6 preferred, cost $10.00 pp.  We’ll find a table for you if you are short.  Fish 
Bites & Chips on sale till 6.30, (or when we run out of stock ) when Quiz starts. 
 
Upcoming meals in October are still subject to Confirmation.  Advance notice will be sent to members in 
the usual way when available.. 
 

TO BOOK:  WHEN THE CLUB IS OPEN PUT YOUR NAME ON THE LIST ON THE FOYER TABLE. ALTERNATIVELY 
SEND AN EMAIL TO 1Riverside16@gmail.com.  Regrettably, we can’t take ‘phone bookings.  
 
 
 
Green Minestrone Soup 
 
1 leek     
1 clove garlic    
2 stalks celery    
350g spinach/kale 
100g green beans (chopped 
2 zucchini (thinly sliced)  
100g tiny broccoli florets 
6 cups vegetable stock 
 

Catering         Lorraine Cotton 

Recipe of the Month   - Elspeth 

We would like to bring a fresh approach to publishing our monthly 
Members’ magazine and give the current editorial team a break.  If you 
think you could help in any way, please get in touch with Niall at 
neweatherstone@yahoo.com.  Ideally, you would be comfortable with 
Word and be able to write the occasional article, edit and compile news 
and bring your own style and ideas to the publication.  Full training is 
available. 
 
We have a team of regular contributors who can provide up to date 
news, so the job is all about bringing these things together.  It really is a 

lot easier than it looks!! 

Chop and then fry gently for 
five minutes in olive oil 

Add and simmer for 15 minutes 

mailto:1Riverside16@gmail.com
mailto:neweatherstone@yahoo.com
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This quantity will serve 4-6 people.  Ladle into bowls.  Optional additions: 
- 1 tsp pesto per bowl 

- shavings of parmesan 

This soup is adaptable – use any green vegetable available.  Spring is just 
around the corner. 
 
Elspeth 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are a few of Jovial Jim’s jokes from the early editions of Down by the Riverside 
 
If I had a dollar for every girl that found me unattractive, they'd eventually find me attractive.  
 
I find it ironic that the colours red, white, and blue stand for freedom, until they're flashing behind you. 
 
Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the local swimming pool, so I gave 
him a glass of water. 
 
I changed my password to "incorrect" so whenever I forget it the computer will say, "Your password is 
incorrect." 
 
Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity. 
 
I'm great at multi-tasking - I can waste time, be unproductive, and procrastinate all at once. 
 
If you can smile when things go wrong, you have someone in mind to blame. 
 
Never tell your problems to anyone, because 20 percent don't care and the other 80 percent are glad you 
have them. 
 
Doesn't expecting the unexpected mean that the unexpected is actually expected? 
 
Take my advice - I'm not using it. 
 
My wife and I were happy for twenty years; then we met. 
 
I hate it when people use big words just to make themselves sound perspicacious. 
 
Hospitality is the art of making guests feel like they're at home when you wish they were. 

The Last Laugh – Jim Elson 
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We sponsor Denmark Riverside Bowling Club 

A gynaecologist had become fed up with malpractice insurance and paperwork and decided to give up 
practising medicine.  Hoping to try another career where skilful hands would be beneficial, he decided to 
become a mechanic. 
 
He went to the local technical college, signed up for evening classes, attended diligently, and learned all 
he could.  When the time for the practical exam approached, the former gynaecologist prepared carefully 
for weeks and completed the exam with tremendous skill. 
 
When the results came back, he was surprised to find that he had obtained a score of 150%.  Fearing an 
error, he called the instructor, saying, "I   don't want to appear ungrateful for such an outstanding result, 
but I wonder if there is an error in the grade." 
 
The instructor said, "During the exam, you took the engine apart   perfectly which was worth 50% of the 
total mark." 
 
"You put the engine back together again perfectly, which is also worth 50% of the mark." 
 
After a pause, the instructor added, "I gave you an extra 50% because you did it all  
through the exhaust pipe, which I've never seen done in my entire career!”  
 

Contact Us 
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mailto:1Riverside16@gmail.com
mailto:secretary.riversideclub@gmail.com
mailto:events.riversideclub@gmail.com
mailto:neweatherstone@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/denmarkriversideclub/
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This special souvenir, pull-out-and-keep supplement to Down by the Riverside marks our 100th edition, a 
great achievement for a purely voluntary effort.  It isn’t an exhaustive history – merely some randomly 
selected snippets to trigger a few memories (so no complaints if you didn’t get your photo in!). 
 
Our Club newsletter had its origins in 2014, Issue #1 being published in April of that year by then Secretary 
Jim Elson.  It was less than one page of brief notes, perhaps the highlight of which was: 
 

“The Ladies division two team won and next season move into the first division with our other Ladies ’ team. 
The Men’s First division lost their last game and subsequently will be dropped to second division next season.”  
Heady times! 
 
Issue #2 in May recorded that the number of bowling members was 119 – 50 Ladies 69 Gents, and in 
September the Club received the promise of $391000 in funding for the new clubhouse from Lotterywest.  
Fundraising was going ahead full steam and member ‘barn storming’ sessions were held to decide on a 
design. 
 
2015 
#10 March 2015 – and a much younger Ash Cooper won the Men’s’ Singles (ho-hum) with Ian Robbins runner 
up.  Unfortunately, we have no record of this as cameras had still to be invented. 
 
In May 2015 (Issue #12) we recorded that Peter Whittaker passed away, Dave and Glenda Waters joined the 
Club and Bluey was in recovery after an operation. 
 
In June (Issue #13) the final funding was put in place for the new clubhouse and a start was made on moving 
the old shed onto the carpark. Still much loved by some, it would serve as a temporary clubhouse until the 
new one was ready the following year. 
 
 

#15 August – the newsletter reached nearly three pages and 
included its first ever photograph – and a farewell to the old 
clubhouse.  #16 September and the Shed was up and 
running, while demolition of the old building started. 
 
#17 October Peter (Spud) and Lyn left for Mandurah. 
#18 November:  Two extra toilets installed solving ‘problems 
for Ladies’. 
.. and we issued our first warning about parking under the 
trees in the upper carpark! 
 

#19 December and 2015 came to an end with building work well under way.  This month we celebrated the 
first joke in the newsletter courtesy of Jim:   
 
An Aussie stockman and his wife had just got married and found a quiet hotel for their wedding night.  The 
man approached the front desk and asked for a room.  He said, 'We're on our honeymoon and we need a 
nice room, with a good strong bed."  The clerk winked, 'You want the 'Bridal'?' 
 
 
The drover reflected on this for a moment and then replied, "Nah, I reckon not.   I'll just hold onto her ears 
until she gets used to it.” 
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2016 
#21 February 2016 and a painted mural surrounded the club (it only 
lasted a few months and was blown away in a storm) and we were 
wondering how to get the club sewage across the river! 
 
#24 May: Bluey won the Club and League Singles Championships – 
a feat recognised by getting his photo in the newsletter.  And Ash 
looked 15 years younger! 
 
#26 July: Two of our bowlers Dell Fisher and Steve Wyatt played in the 
Australian Open Competition in Queensland and beat the Commonwealth 
Games Silver Medallists! They did not win outright but they are our local 
heroes.  
 

 #27 August: Sewage problem solved, but excavation flooded B 
Green! 
 
#28 September: The new Clubhouse officially opened and the 

President Alan resigned to move to New Zealand – taking his lovely wife Yvonne with him. 
 
2017 
#35 April 2017 Jim passed the newsletter to Peter Balding after producing 34 issues. 
Peter immediately set about a makeover:  full colour, columns, photos and pdf to boot.  
Our Member of the Month was Gloria Smith.  Wheels and Peg became our regular 
Friday night caterers – average cost $30 a head.  
 
Ross (plus Keith Manton, Ash and Peter Taylor) went to the Australian Open intent on 
repeating the Wyatt/Fisher success.  No such luck, but Ross managed a 0-0 draw in the 
Singles, and it  wasn’t a forfeit!  Never did get the story behind that one. 
 
#38 July and there was a lot of community interest in the new club with the total 
membership reaching a record 423.   

 
#39 August.  Having depleted our cash reserves down to nearly zero for the new 
building – the Committee set about 
re-building the greens replacement 
fund.  In August it had reached 
$32000.  #41 October saw the first 
of our concerts featuring Kristina 
Olsen and Peter Greyling. It was a 
great success and we’ve had quite 
a few since, featuring the like of 
Fred Smith, James Flynn, Dave 
Rastrick, Mark Turner and Jessie 
Gordon. 

Margaret Norcross Melbourne Cup 2017 
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2018 
 
Health Happiness and Haggis in 2018 – our first 
Hogmanay Party – and the night that Wally 
discovered he liked whisky! 
 
#45 February Mo carried the Commonwealth relay 
baton. Another proud moment for her. 
 
 

 
#46 March Jacinta took on Newsletter and Neville 
Plowman was ‘Member of the Month’.  It took two issues 
to tell the tale of Neville’s life to date.  
 
 

#48 April Ian Robbins was 
first winner of the Plowman 
Trophy 
 
#49 May and the start of the 
Plowman - Cooper rivalry 
Cry Baby and the 
Neanderthal 

#52 Season opening 2018 with 
Graeme as men’s captain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also in September, Ken R-N took over as President … and somewhere in the latter 
part of 2018 – memory fails - Niall Weatherstone took over as DBTR editor. 
 
#55 Christmas 
party 2028 
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2019 
 
#56 2019 kicked off the way all years should – with a big party. 

 
And news came through that 
Denmark Riverside Dragon Boat  
Club would be represented by 
THREE Auroras (the Australian 
Team) in the World Dragon Boat 
Championships in Thailand, 20 - 
25 August 2019.  Huge 
congratulations to Elsie Edmonds 
(15), Jake Harris (15) and 

Maureen [Mo] Cowdell (not 15).  Mo, in Senior C division, Elsie and Jake 
in the Under 18 division. 
 
 

#58 March, and the North Beach crowd 
continued their now legendary 
participation in the Mixed Fours Carnival 
with a ‘mock’ wedding between Italian 
Stallion John (left) and his real wife Pauline. 
 
#60 May, and Gloria Smith left Denmark to 
be closer to her family in Perth.  We still 
keep in touch and her daughter Leonie 
visits with North Beach each year. 
 
 

Riverside hosted the Biggest Morning Tea and with Ken R-N as MC the 
event raised $6500 
 
#62 July the Kayak Club 
(remember them?) held an 
outstanding Motown Night 
and raised $4200 for the Club 
as well as having a lot of fun. 
 
 
 

#63 August and the Dragonboaters did 
themselves, the Club, Denmark and 
Australia proud.  Mo Cowdell, Elsie 
Edmonds and Jake Harris returned home 
from the World Championships with a 
grand total of fifteen medals – two Gold, 
eight Silver & five Bronze! 
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#64 September and Merle and Jean kicked off the 
new bowling season. 
 
While in November JK and Niall won the Men’s Pairs 
Championship – still a classic! 
 
#67 December and Ian and Rae won the mixed Pairs 
– for  second time. 
And we all had a Christmas Party. 

 
February 2020 and Marilyn beat Val 
Bramley to become Ladies Singles 
Champion – and followed it up in 
March with a poignant win in the Pairs 
by herself and Edie Abercrombie. 
 
 

2020 
 
#70 March 2020 and it all kicked off.  Covid arrived and suddenly our world changed.  Like every other 
organisation the Club went into defensive mode without realising how long it would last. The advice given 
to members at that time still seems very relevant today: 
 
‘Many of our members are in the age group that seems to be most susceptible or have existing health 
conditions that place them at higher risk from the virus. However, with due care, and awareness of the health 
advice, we hope that we can continue to enjoy the company and fellowship that is provided at Denmark 
Riverside Club.  Above all, look out for your fellow club and community members. If they are unable to get to 
the shops – get their requirements for them, if they are socially isolated, keep in touch - by email or regular 
phone calls. If you are on your own and isolated, email the Club and we’ll do our best to 
help. In short – look out for your mates!’ 
 
Also in March, our Second Division Ladies won their league to 
gain promotion, and we had a first time Men’s Singles 
Champion in Alan Davis – who celebrated by giving Nifty a 

haircut!  
 
And so, life became a round of 
crosswords, hand washing, glasses 
of wine, walking the dog in 
isolation, take-away coffee, hand washing, jigsaws, glasses of wine and dreaming 
of what might have been in the now cancelled bowls season.  Our esteemed social 
members Madge and Jesz had set off for the trip of a lifetime to Antarctica in 
March and ended up in a Covid ridden cruise ship parked off Montevideo in 
Uruguay.  Thankfully they and their fellow passengers eventually found their way 
home; an emotional journey described by Jesz in issue #71. 
 
#73 June, after only six weeks, the Club re-opened and it is testament to all our 

members that we were able to recover, both socially and financially, so quickly. Of course, Covid was still 
rife, although it wouldn’t reach Denmark until much later.  ‘Covid Rules’ became to norm and our volunteers 
trained up in sterilising everything that didn’t move while avoiding everything that did. 
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Sadly, in this month, our good friend Drew Lines passed away. 
 
#74 July and Ken and Anne Richardson-Newton left Denmark for Albany.  
Glenda Waters won the Gloria Smith Medal, while Craig ‘Skippy’ Carter took 
home the Plowman Trophy. 
 
Covid restrictions slowly began 
to ease and our sense of 
humour started to return. And 
Plowman got his revenge!! 
 

 
#77 October – Ladies Fours winners, 
Wendy, Carlien, Lind and Linda. 
 
#78 November, both our First Division 
Men’s teams topped their respective 
Pennant tables – however briefly  .. 

 
 
 
In November, we bid a fond farewell to our inspirational fellow bowler Edie 
Abercrombie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#79 December, Dennis Marshall launched his second career as a poet with his ‘Ode to Bobby G’.  
 
 
2021 

 
#80 January and Alan, Bluey and Mostyn won 
the Men’s Triples in a titanic battle with Ash, 
Craig and Dennis.  Fifteen all after 18 ends the 
winners prevailed on the extra end – another 
classic! 
 
And from February, we ran a series of articles 
on the history of Denmark Bowling Club starting 
with a public meeting in 1948. 
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#82 March.  The Men’s Singles championship 
was contested between Ash and Dennis.  Ash 
went on to greater things, Dennis returned to 
writing poetry. 
 
#83 April  Our Third Division Men’s team 
narrowly missed out on promotion (I know 
we say that every year) but managed to win 
the League Pennant – a great achievement. 
 
#84 May.  Lind Paull took over from Glenda as Ladies Captain, while our Men’s Singles, 
Pairs, Triples and Fours winners all reached the finals of the League Championship.  
Graeme, Alan D and Mostyn won their final, while the others suffered narrow losses. 
 
#85 June and winter came with a vengeance, but the hardy TTT competitors cared not 
a jot and carried on regardless (left). 
 
#86 July and we had an interesting article on the history of the Riverside Club site from 

Ash Murch.  This photo is of the Bowling Club in the 1960s, when there were still two bridges over the 
Denmark River. 

#90 November saw another entertaining, and well fed, 
Melbourne Cup. 
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2022 
 
And so 2022 arrived. Issue #92 in January recorded that the (almost) home team of Ross, Rory, JK and Sean 
won the Men’s Fours Carnival.  In February, the Winter Olympics were on and we had a surge of interest in 
curling – which, having no realistic outlet in Denmark, rapidly disappeared. 

 
The Mixed Carnival in March (#94) was again a great success although no local teams finished on the podium.  
With Covid actually reaching Denmark for the very first time, thankfully only after the vaccination rate had 
soared, it was a great achievement to host the Carnival without incident. 
 
In April, production of Down by the Riverside was moved overseas to save money, and Denmark hunkered 
down for another damp winter.  And so it has continued: Friday meals and Quiz nights thanks to Lorraine, 
JK, Jane and many helpers, Bumper Board and TTT to keep the bowlers happy, and we are looking forward 
to another season and our second century of Riverside Newsletter. 
 
Our thanks go to all our regular and part time contributors, bowls captains, dragonboat coach, Committee 
members, especially Chairman Graeme, Dennis the Bard, catering goddesses, providers of recipes, jokes, 
travellers’ tales and everything that goes into your monthly newsletter. We hope you’ve enjoyed this little 
trip down memory lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


