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JUNE 2022
News from the Committee

Graeme Bain

At Monday’s Riverside Club committee meeting it was decided that the AGM for the club will be held on
Monday August the 8th at 5.00pm so please put the date in your diary. All members are welcome to attend,
but only Full Members can vote.
If you have a notice of motion, or an item you wish to be discussed, please ensure it is in the hands of our
secretary before Monday the 25th of July to allow the prescribed time for it to be on the notice board before
the AGM date.
If you have any concerns or wish to be involved in the running of the club next year, there will be an
opportunity for you as a couple of committee members are stepping aside. Nomination forms are in the
office, or you can speak to a committee person to obtain one. It is a great way to know what is going on and
what is coming up, and not an onerous position. We meet once a month for a couple of hours to discuss
issues and make decisions for the betterment of the club and its members.
One of the decisions we made at the last meeting was to keep all membership fees the same as last year,
apart from registered bowling members (those that wish to play pennants) whose fee will rise by $10.00 to
cover the cost of the capitation fee to Bowls WA. You may remember the club subsidised the capitation fee
by $7.68 last year. Capitation cost this year is $58.83 so the proposed increase of $10 (to $60) will provide a
slight buffer against any further increase for the 2023/24 season.
A sub-committee has been formed to investigate and plan the replacement of our greens, especially ‘A’
green. They have been fully empowered to seek advice and source the best option for us. This process could
take up to two years to finalise, so please be patient and allow the sub-committee to do their job.
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Excitingly we had a presentation from another sporting group who are keen to speak with us again and
discuss in more detail the opportunity to join our club. Once again, we are at an early stage, and this too
may take some time to come to fruition. More on this as it evolves.
Don’t forget the upcoming quiz nights (the last Friday of each month) where a lot of fun is had. After the
music quiz in May, I had one person say he had never been so well entertained before and had ‘heaps’ of
fun. Form a table of six and bring a few brain-food nibbles to enjoy. It’s only $10.00 per head and usually
finishes around 9pm, making it an early night.

Covid Update
While restrictions have eased, Covid 19 has by no means gone away, as evidenced by the recent spike in
cases in the State and the number of reported ‘celebrity’ cases in the press. We urge all members to continue
to treat the disease with respect and to avoid it if at all possible by following hygiene guidelines and avoiding
crowded events.
We want everyone who attends the Club to feel safe and confortable as they use the facilities, play sport
and mix socially. If this means wearing a mask then please do so. If you would like our seating organised so
that you can remain a safe distance from others, then let us know – it can be arranged.
If you have any comments on how the Club has responded during Covid, or have any suggestions on how we
should maintain safe practices such as hand sanitising, table cleaning etc in the future, please get in touch.

Certificates
Here is a reminder of the links for those of you wanting to do any of the courses that require certificates. If
you need help with accessing any of the courses, please let us know.
COVID-19 hygiene (two level options):
RSA (several providers do this)
I’m Alert food handling course

Covid 19 Hygiene Course
Responsible Service of Alcohol
I'm Alert

Note that the free I’m Alert training can now only be obtained through a ‘subscribing organisation.’ The link
above will take you to the Shire of Denmark’s log in page for the course and you can sign up as a new user
from there.

Membership
This is a first reminder that Club memberships renewals fall due on 1st July. We rely on membership fees to
keep all parts of the Club functional so we’d urge you to renew your membership promptly when it becomes
due. You’ll be sent an invoice in due course. Memberships expire on the day after the AGM (8th August) if
not renewed.
Membership fees for 2022/23 remain the same as last year with the exception, as noted by Graeme, of
registered bowlers, where there is a small increase to reflect the capitation fees that we have to pay to
BowlsWA.
Renewing promptly means less work for our (not so) tireless volunteer membership secretary, so please give
him a helping hand.
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On the Greens

Ash Cooper and Lind Paull

From Ash
Unfortunately, our regular scribe, Richard, has been whisked away by his young bride to Busselton for the
weekend, leaving the responsibility of keeping you all informed to a lesser person.
The Triple T competition was once again the highlight of the last week’s bowls. A huge effort by the Brown
Dogs team rocketed them to top place over the hapless Lash's, followed by The Wilson's, Nifty's and the
WOF's with rest of the pack in hot pursuit.
Tuesday and Saturday's social bowls are also well attended, and it’s nice to see a few new names amongst
the winners. We won’t steal Nifty’s Bulletin thunder by revealing who they are.
Editor’s note: We feel the urge to include one of Ash’s exquisite turns of phrase when he describes the Social
bowls winners of 7th June who ‘rose like a lump of cream in a hot coffee to take the honours.’ Neville will
have to look to his laurels to avoid being eclipsed by Ash yet again!
Saturdays and Tuesdays Social Bowls all welcome for a 12:30 for 1pm start.

TTT results after Round 3
The official draw for this year’s Bumper Board has been completed and the competition is now live. The rules
are posted next to the board in the Club. Results will be checked every week and positions on the board
adjusted accordingly. Please note that CCTV will be in operation to ensure no illicit name shuffling.
From Lind
Richard and I attended the League planning meeting last Saturday, where all clubs put forward the dates on
which they would like to hold events in the coming season. Denmark has nominated for five events - a Ladies
Gala Day in November, Fridge and Washer Mixed Fours later that month, Men’s Pairs or Triples in December,
and the Men’s Carnival in January, as well as the popular Mixed Carnival in March. All players and partners
will be asked to help out with various tasks and will be contacted closer to the event.
The Pennant season fixtures are also being planned, with Division One and Three for the men, and Division
One and Two for the ladies. As well as our Denmark team in Division Two, a combined Denmark/Walpole
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team is being proposed to enable the Walpole ladies to be included in the competition. Walpole have some
new members, who will be introduced to Pennants during the season. Final details for the organisation of
the combined team are being worked out, so that there is a clear understanding of the way it will all proceed.
Linda Humphries has offered to be at the club each Wednesday and Sunday afternoon at 2pm for anyone
wishing to take advantage of her coaching advice.
We know that green replacement will be needed eventually – we just don’t know when. A sub-committee
has been formed led by Bert Linden to investigate all the issues involved, including a likely time frame for
each green, replacement surface options, costs and potential funding sources. This will hopefully lead to the
best result for the Club with the least disruption and manageable costs. Thanks to all those in the group we all appreciate the time it takes to come up with the best solution.

Dragon Boating

Peta Jayne Turnbull

This month our Dragonboat Section demonstrated several things. Firstly, they are a multi-talented lot that
can work well together on land as well as water; secondly, they can produce superb food with no Chinese
ingredients and finally, they can do all this without any coaching!
Here are some photos from the meal on Friday 3rd June when cooks Jo Rowling and Dee Thorpe catered for
54 members and guests. Jo's spaghetti bolognaise and chicken and bacon carbonara and Dee's vegetarian
lasagne, and limoncello cheesecake and Italian cake were simply sensational.
Petey-Jayne and Joanne Burnfield (with husband Stuart) were the kitchen and clean up team. A great effort
by a very small group from the Denmark Dragon Boat Club.
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Editor’s note: Mo Cowdell and her husband Bob are enjoying their walk on the Bibbulmun Track and were
last heard of in Dwellingup which by our reckoning is 790 kilometres into their 1000km journey. So far so
good despite just the occasional arthritic twinge.

From Our Foreign Correspondents
We couldn’t resist this demonstration of Scottish resilience in the face of Covid 19, rain and midges! This
hotel in Portree on the Isle of Skye cleverly installed a series of greenhouses along the front so that all the
Covid separation rules could be followed in some degree of comfort.
Each greenhouse is equipped with a small table, two or four chairs, lights, heating, a fan, a small music
speaker and USB charging points for electronic equipment. The greenhouses are free, but unfortunately you
have to buy the beer.
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Poem of the Month

William McGonagall

William Topaz McGonagall (1825-1902) was a Scottish poet of Irish
descent. He won notoriety as an excruciatingly bad poet who
exhibited no recognition of, or concern for, his peers’ opinions of his
work. He wrote around 200 poems, including “The Tay Bridge
Disaster” and the catchily named “The Wreck of the Barque ‘Lynton’
While Bound for Aspinwall, Having on Board 1000 Tons of Coal”,
which are widely regarded as some of the worst in English literature.
Selection of a ‘good’ example of McGonagall’s work is very difficult
given that he was responsible for classic lines including “On yonder
hill there stood a coo/ It’s no’ there noo/ It must’a shifted.”
However, we have selected the following for your delectation ….
The Famous Tay Whale
’Twas in the month of December, and in the year 1883,
That a monster whale came to Dundee,
Resolved for a few days to sport and play,
And devour the small fishes in the silvery Tay.
So the monster whale did sport and play
Among the innocent little fishes in the beautiful Tay,
Until he was seen by some men one day,
And they resolved to catch him without delay.
When it came to be known a whale was seen in the Tay,
Some men began to talk and to say,
We must try and catch this monster of a whale,
So come on, brave boys, and never say fail.
Then the people together in crowds did run,
Resolved to capture the whale and to have some fun!
So small boats were launched on the silvery Tay,
While the monster of the deep did sport and play.
Oh! it was a most fearful and beautiful sight,
To see it lashing the water with its tail all its might,
And making the water ascend like a shower of hail,
With one lash of its ugly and mighty tail.
Then the water did descend on the men in the boats,
Which wet their trousers and also their coats;
But it only made them the more determined to catch the whale,
But the whale shook at them his tail.
Then the whale began to puff and to blow,
While the men and the boats after him did go,
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Armed well with harpoons for the fray,
Which they fired at him without dismay.
And they laughed and grinned just like wild baboons,
While they fired at him their sharp harpoons:
But when struck with the harpoons he dived below,
Which filled his pursuers’ hearts with woe:
Because they guessed they had lost a prize,
Which caused the tears to well up in their eyes;
And in that their anticipations were only right,
Because he sped on to Stonehaven with all his might:
And was first seen by the crew of a Gourdon fishing boat,
Which they thought was a big coble upturned afloat;
But when they drew near they saw it was a whale,
So they resolved to tow it ashore without fail.
So they got a rope from each boat tied round his tail,
And landed their burden at Stonehaven without fail;
And when the people saw it their voices they did raise,
Declaring that the brave fishermen deserved great praise.
And my opinion is that God sent the whale in time of need,
No matter what other people may think or what is their creed;
I know fishermen in general are often very poor,
And God in His goodness sent it to drive poverty from their door.
So Mr John Wood has bought it for two hundred and twenty-six pound,
And has brought it to Dundee all safe and all sound;
Which measures 40 feet in length from the snout to the tail,
So I advise the people far and near to see it without fail.
Then hurrah! for the mighty monster whale,
Which has got 17 feet 4 inches from tip to tip of a tail!
Which can be seen for a sixpence or a shilling,
That is to say, if the people all are willing.

June 2022

7

DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE

Name Dropping – Graeme Bain
The final episode in the tale of famous people that Graeme has encountered over the years – all stemming
from a well lubricated conversation with fellow Lower Great Southern Bowls League players after their win
at Kulin, what seems like ages ago now!
Dr. Fiona Wood’s children are the same age and attended the same
school as our children. A couple of them became firm friends and
naturally visited each other’s homes. Fiona is a hands-on mum as well
as one of the world’s leading doctors. She is always involved in
school, sports and other pursuits her children undertake. I was lucky
to get to know her better through Rotary when she was our guest
speaker on a couple of occasions. At one engagement she was in the
middle of her presentation when her mobile rang. Nobody
complained after all she is busy and sought after. However, we all
broke down with laughter when she announced it was only Tom, her
son, advising that The Ashes were about to start on TV. Fiona is a
cricket tragic as well, but torn between her birthplace England, and
her home Australia. What an amazing woman!
Each year Rotary has a district conference with a program full of Rotary information, both local and
international. We always had a keynote guest speaker and two I enjoyed and got to meet afterwards were
novelist Bryce Courtney and marathon swimmer Shelley Taylor-Smith. Both were extremely interesting
people; Bryce kept us entertained with his forthright views and amazing imagination; and Shelley with the
energy and determination she displayed whilst competing around the world in marathon open swimming
events. Her inspiration to better oneself was infectious.
But my favourite of them all was Gemma Sisia. Gemma was a young Australian
woman who knew she wanted to do good and help others, but had no idea what,
when or how. She was basically lost but following God’s lead. A devout Catholic
she ended up teaching maths in private girl’s schools in Sydney before heading
off to Uganda to teach the underprivileged children there. Underpaid and with
no money to speak of she and another girl hitch hiked to Tanzania to have a look
around.
Her Maasai guide fell in love with her and after a long-distance courtship, they
married. Starting with an acre of land gifted to her by her father-in-law, she
started a grade 1 level school for the poorest of the poor. Each year since they
added one more classroom to enable one more grade to begin schooling. Many
setbacks and advances later she now runs a full year twelve school spread over three campuses.
If you are looking for a charity to support, consider St Jude’s of Tanzania. Donations through Rotary
International may still be tax deductible
It seems most of my ‘famous’ people are sportspersons. Whilst entering the MCG for an ANZAC Day game
between my beloved Pies and Essendon I spied Kevin Bartlett and Dermot Brereton doing a radio broadcast
outside the ground. I stood and listened to them for a couple of minutes and then they went to a commercial
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break. I grabbed the chance to get their autographs on my match program. Whilst KB was signing, I told him
he was one of my all-time favourite players, but I hated his guts because of the way he played in the 1980
Grand Final, kicking 7 goals and walloping my Pies. He replied, “Thank you very much”, and Dermie laughed
his head off.
John McIntosh, former Claremont and St Kilda player was one of nature’s
gentlemen. We got to know each other on the bowling green (he played with
Dalkeith-Nedlands) and when we opened EmbroidMe, he organised their club
members to visit us and have their names embroidered on their shirts. I last had
a coffee with ‘Mac’ in Claremont Quarter a couple of years ago. Mac was always
a good conversationalist, and I enjoyed our chats about the old footballers and
their exploits.
I have enjoyed getting to know Bob Beecroft (now of Mt Barker Golf) and telling
him he was one of my childhood heroes. Steve Gillespie and Ron Boucher also of
Swan Districts were acquaintances. I played against Ron a couple of times when
he was representing Gin Gin. He was a very gentle giant, not the rough, white line fever player he became
upon his return to Swans.
Paul Gaudoin is a school mate of my cousin. I met him once when he dropped around to visit Nick and show
him his Olympic hockey gold medal. I’ve seen two Olympic gold medals; the other being Bill Kirby’s that he
won in the pool. Also, one Commonwealth Games gold medal won by bowler Stewie Davies in the fours
event. Stewie was our club coach at Floreat.
Our EmbroidMe business provided opportunities to meet a few ‘famous’ people. We had Kate Ritchie of
Home and Away fame pop in and provide a small order. Not being a Home and Away fan, it wasn’t until after
she left that I realised who she was.
Two of our best customers were Christ Church Grammar and Methodist Ladies College. Together they ran a
program where the students went to Thailand (I think) each year and build affordable housing for the needy.
Andrew and Nicola Forests’ daughter was involved one year, and they attended the many meetings involved
in planning such a big project. We, being sponsors by providing the project shirts at cost, were invited to the
thank you lunch. What a thrill to sit and talk with these two amazingly generous and unassuming people.
One slow day a lady walked into our shop and said she was from the Blue Mountains and was looking for a
uniform for her office. Time waster I thought, just here for a look around. After spending quite some time
chatting with Barbara and finding out she used to play squash, she actually made an order if we could have
it ready before she went home in a weeks’ time. No problems I replied and proceeded to take full details.
Full name please – Barbara Wall. I stopped, looked her straight in the eyes and said, “You were the first
person to ever beat Heather McKay!” She was amazed I should know this. We became firm friends and
produced many more orders for her and shipped them off to the Blackheath. She would pop in for a coffee
and chat each time she came over to visit her parents.
Former Premier Richard Court visited on multiple occasions, but usually it was his wife Jo we saw regularly.
However, I will never forget the day he and their daughter brought in a horse rug for embroidery. Richard
insisted the logo must be in the perfect position and to ascertain where, Richard bent over, pretended to be
a horse, and had the rug placed over him whilst pins were inserted. Elizabeth got photos and Richard warned
there would be hell to pay if these pictures ever got out.
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We got to know Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan through charities we
both supported. Elizabeth already knew his wife Christine because they taught
at the same school. Karl is a funny guy in a relaxed situation, and an
accomplished musician. Karl was the Patron of the
Make A Wish Foundation, and his band, “The
Filth”, entertained us at a fundraiser. It proved to
be a fantastic night for everyone including the
Foundation raising a huge amount.
…and finally, here I am holding the 2013
Melbourne Cup won by Fiorente. The cup came to
our shop when one of the owners needed some
caps embroidered for a party she was hosting later
in the week. She bought it in to show us, and myself, the lady who was working
for us and a customer all had our photo taken holding it. It’s made of 18 carat
gold, worth approximately $250,000 and is very heavy.
Ed’s note: Who knows, in future years we might find ourselves relating these tales to others and proudly
claiming to be a friend of ‘Bainsy’, who once knew a bloke, who knew a bloke who ….

Odds and Ends
Rae’s Treasure of the month
A man strolls into the paint section of a hardware store and walks up to the assistant. “I’d like a litre of
canary coloured paint” the man says. “Sure’ the assistant replies, “Mind if I ask what it’s for?”
‘My parakeet” the man says. “I want to enter him in a canary contest. He sings so beautifully he is sure to
win.” “Well, you can’t do that!” the assistant says, “the chemicals in the paint will surely kill the poor thing!”
“No they won’t” says the customer. “Listen mate, I’ll bet you $20 your parakeet dies if you try to paint him.”
“You’re on!” says the customer
Two days later the man walks back into the shop and sheepishly lays $20 on the counter. “So the paint killed
him?” the assistant asks.
“Well not directly” the man says. “He seemed to handle the paint OK, but I think the sanding between coats
did him in.”
Dave D’s Ditties
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Around the Club
Bingo
Come along and join the fun every Monday. Eyes down 12.30pm.
Riverside Winter Quiz Nights
After the fun of last month’s popular musical quiz night, we are doing it again this month on Friday 24th when
the questions will be on general knowledge. Come along and join us and take on ‘that crowd on Table X’
that stacked their team with ‘professionals’!

Gather a table of 6 for our fun, winter quiz nights!
Fun & Prizes!
(We can help you make up a team if requested)

Dates: Friday 27th May
Friday 24th June
Friday 29th July
Friday 26th August

Bar opens at 5.30pm
Bring along your own nibbles/supper to share on your table

$10.00 pp.
To book, E-mail 1Riverside16@gmail.com or put your name on the list at the
club as usual.
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Functions at the Club
A reminder that members get ‘special deals’ when they hire all or part of the Club for a function. We have
the capacity and experience to host virtually any function be it a party, anniversary or wake. if you would
like to reserve a date for a personal or business event, get in touch with Graeme Bain (0417 940618) or Jane
Holland (0480 167338) or email us at events.riversideclub@gmail.com. We are also happy to provide a
venue for local bodies and offer discounted rates for not-for-profit and charitable organisations. Talk to
Graeme or Jane.

Catering

Lorraine Cotton

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Friday evening meals. Hope to see you there each week, the more
members to support the providers, the more choices we can offer, that’s what makes it all come together satisfaction all round! And if you are in the habit of enjoying the products of our kitchen, why not get
together a group of friends and prepare a meal on a Friday evening? We are always open to suggestions
and can provide help and advice when needed.
Get in touch if you are interested
(lcottonballs83@gmail.com)
Upcoming events:
Friday 17th June
Friday 24th June
Friday 1st July
Friday 8th July
Friday 15th July

We welcome Lena back with her Indonesian entrees, mains and sweets
Quiz Night as per flyer (theme General Knowledge)
Tea House Books – enchiladas
JKs Hungarian Goulash
Lorraine and team -sweet and sour chicken and rice

TO BOOK: WHEN THE CLUB IS OPEN PUT YOUR NAME ON THE LIST ON THE FOYER TABLE. ALTERNATIVELY
SEND AN EMAIL TO 1Riverside16@gmail.com. Regrettably, we can’t take ‘phone bookings.

Recipe of the Month - Elspeth
A lovely Winter warmer that also makes use of all those cans of Guinness you have in the cupboard and
can never think of a use for …
Irish Porter Cake
Ingredients:
8 oz margarine
8 oz brown sugar
½ pint Guinness
1½ pounds of mixed dried fruit
4 oz mixed peel
1¼ pounds plain white flour
½ tsp baking soda
Good tsp mixed spice
Good tsp ground nutmeg
3 eggs beaten
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Method:
Prepare an 8-inch square cake tin greased and lined.
Preheat oven to 160 degrees
Place margarine, sugar and Guinness in a pan and slowly bring to the boil stirring until the sugar dissolves
and the margarine has melted. Add the fruit and peel and simmer for 3-5 minutes.
Allow to cool.
Sieve the flour, soda and spices into a large bowl and make a well in the centre.
Beat the eggs and add alternately with the cooled fruit and Guinness mixture to the flour. Stir quickly to
mix.
Turn into prepared tin and smooth the top
Bake for 1 1/2 to 2 hours.
Test
Leave to cool in the tin
Enjoy

The Last Laugh – George Burns
George Burns, born in 1896 and died in 1996, was an American comedian,
actor, singer and writer, and one of the few entertainers whose career
successfully spanned vaudeville, radio, film and television. His arched
eyebrow and cigar-smoke punctuation became familiar trademarks for
over three-quarters of a century. Here are a few of his quotes.
Sincerity is everything. If you can fake that, you've got it made.
First you forget names, then you forget faces. Next you forget to pull your
zipper up and finally, you forget to pull it down.
I love to sing, and I love to drink scotch. Most people would rather hear
me drink scotch.
.
Everything that goes up must come down. But there comes a time when not everything that's down can
come up.
Smartness runs in my family. When I went to school, I was so smart my teacher was in my class for five years.
Happiness? A good cigar, a good meal, a good cigar and a good woman, or a bad woman; it depends on how
much happiness you can handle.
I can't understand why I flunked American history. When I was a kid there was so little of it.
Don't stay in bed unless you can make money in bed.
When I was young, I was called a rugged individualist. When I was in my fifties, I was considered eccentric.
Here I am doing and saying the same things I did then and I'm labelled senile.
Actually, it only takes one drink to get me loaded. Trouble is, I can't remember if it's the thirteenth or
fourteenth.
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There are two kinds of cruises - pleasure and with children.
Do you know what it means to come home at night to a woman who'll give you a little love, a little affection,
a little tenderness? It means you're in the wrong house.
If you live to the age of a hundred you have it made because very few people die past the age of a hundred.
By the time you're eighty years old you've learned everything. You only have to remember it.
It's hard for me to get used to these changing times. I can remember when the air was clean and sex was
dirty.
Too bad that all the people who know how to run the country are busy driving taxicabs and cutting hair.

Contact Us

Something to tell your fellow Club members or the Committee?
For general comments, meal bookings and queries: contact us on the Riverside email 1Riverside16@gmail.com
For questions to the Committee: contact the Secretary direct on secretary.riversideclub@gmail.com
For enquiries about booking the venue for an event: contact events.riversideclub@gmail.com or call 0480 167388
Please send items for the Newsletter to neweatherstone@yahoo.com
Website: www.denmarkriversideclub.org.au
Club phone number: 9848 1517

Or click here to follow us on Facebook
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